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ELECTION SCHEDULE
CORRECTION:
In the March 1 article “Wokini 
Initiative aimed at increasing retention, 
outreach to Native American students, 
communities” the incorrect year was 
written for the Treaty of Fort Laramie. 
The correct year spoken by President 
Barry Dunn was “1868.” 
3.8.17
• 2:02 p.m. @ Dairy Bar. 
Theft.
DAILY CRIME LOG
HELP WANTED / SERVICES 
OFFERED
M&S Business Cleaning. Hours 
from approx. 5 to 9 p.m., 1 to 5 
days per week available. For more 
information call (605) 690-1554.
Help Wanted: Water Damage 
/ Carpet Cleaning Technician. 
Temporary position for summer – 
May to August. Will train the right 
person. Effective verbal commu-
nication and customer service 
required. $14/hour. Call (605) 
690-3478.
HOUSING FOR RENT / SALE:
Duplex for rent:  Both units are 
3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, washer 
&amp; dryer in units.  Call or text 
(605)690-1257 for showing.
Efficiency apartment now avail-
able. We pay water, sewer, 
garbage, and heat. Non-smoking 
property, no pets. Quiet building. 
Call for details or to schedule an 
appointment. (605) 695-6835. 
Leave a message if no answer.
1 Bedroom apartment available. 
We pay water, sewer, garbage, 
and heat. Non-smoking property, 
no pets. Quiet building. Call for 
details or to schedule an appoint-
ment. (605) 695-6835. Leave a 
message if no answer.
CLASSIFIEDS
2017 SA Elections:
POLLING LOCATIONS
Debate Schedule
Agriculture & Biological Sciences senatorial debate
11 a.m., March 15 on the Union Market Stage
Presidential Debate
12 p.m., March 15 on the Union Market Stage
Arts & Sciences senatorial debate
11:30 p.m., March 15 on the Union Market Stage
Election dates
Polls are open March 21 and 22
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. at four polling locations across campus or online.
The Student Union
Main Street
The Wellness Center
Main Lobby
Berg Agriculture Hall
Entryway
Animal Science Complex
Main Lobby
Online
Visit https://appsrvsp.sdstate.edu/saelection/ 
to vote.
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This year’s line-up:
PRESIDENTIAL TICKETS
MAKENZIE HUBER
Editor-in-Chief
To be representatives of the study 
body, the elected president and vice 
president of Students’ Association 
must listen to student needs. This 
is what current Vice President Lane 
Speirs and Programming and Public 
Relations Chair Kirby Krogstad plan 
to do as a presidential ticket.
Both have experience in leader-
ship positions in SA, and on cam-
pus as community assistants. Because 
of this, people know them and aren’t 
afraid to talk about issues with them, 
Speirs said.
Krogstad said it’s important to 
know what students want and how to 
communicate that.
“I think this is a ticket students 
can trust to not only support for ad-
ministrative actions that might bene-
fit students, but to give dissent when 
it’s needed, sitting at the table with 
the president,” Krogstad said. “He’s 
the president of the university, but we 
can’t be afraid of telling him our opin-
ions. This team and this ticket will not 
be.”
Their platform focuses on student 
experience, expanding education-
al opportunities and connecting with 
campus leadership.
Although Speirs admits focus-
ing on student experience is a broad, 
all-encompassing goal, he believes it’s 
important to keep in mind for their 
overall mission.
He would like to continue work-
ing to build new facilities for students 
and faculty to have better experienc-
es at SDSU. This means making ef-
forts for international students to feel 
welcomed on campus, increasing the 
safety on campus and reaching out 
to Native American students through 
the Wokini Initiative, he said.
The effort to put students first 
hasn’t been focused on enough yet for 
Krogstad.
“All the dialogue and rhetoric on 
campus, especially at the administra-
tive level, has always been about facil-
ities, green space, about investing in 
infrastructure,” Krogstad said. “Well, 
the students are what makes this 
place turn, and it’s about time we start 
investing in them more and more.”
The two want to expand educa-
tional opportunities and supplemen-
tal programs at SDSU.
Their last goal as a ticket is to use 
their experience with campus leader-
ship to be a better voice for students 
at the administrative level. 
“At the end of the day, anybody 
can have great ideas, but to actually 
be able to implement them and how 
to go about talking to the right peo-
ple, having the right connections and 
knowing the process necessary to 
achieve those goals is entirely differ-
ent,” Speirs said.
The two want to build a stronger, 
more welcoming university. Speirs is 
an agricultural communications ma-
jor and Krogstad is a dairy science 
major.
“We are there to get work done,” 
Speirs said.
SUBMITTED PHOTO
Speirs, Krogstad to use
connections to ‘get work done’
MAKENZIE HUBER
Editor-in-Chief
One of the main tasks the elected presi-
dent and vice president of Students’ As-
sociation will tackle next year includes 
establishing the next General Activity 
Fee strategic plan. 
This task impacts students, but SA 
will also have to consider the next stra-
tegic plan for the university and Brook-
ings’ 25-year plan.
Current SA President Ally Helms 
and State and Local Government Chair 
Taylin Albrecht believe they’re the right 
pair for this challenge.
“We’ve been in these roles already, 
we understand what’s required of the 
time and position and how to best in-
vest in students and utilize the relation-
ships we’ve already formed,” Helms said.
Helms wasn’t originally planning on 
running for president again because she 
was content with her accomplishments 
this term. But seeing how the election 
was setting up, she decided she wanted 
to continue her role.
The pair’s platform focuses on the 
GAF strategic plan, mental health 
among students and strengthening the 
relationship between SA and university 
administration.
“Something that we’ve noticed go-
ing on at SDSU is we’ve done a great job 
of expanding campus, growing, keeping 
up as a Division I university, recruiting 
students, things like that,” Albrecht said. 
“But we want to shift that focus from re-
cruitment to retention and make sure 
that we are putting just as much invest-
ment into our students, into our depart-
ments, into our programs as we are to 
our facilities.”
Mental health is something Albrecht 
is personally invested in as a human de-
velopment and family studies major. 
She hopes to model the City of Brook-
ings’ work in establishing a mental 
health task force.
“I think overall health of students 
directly affects their success on campus 
and directly affects their success in the 
future,” Albrecht said. “It’s something 
that is not something we should ever be 
complacent with.”
Helms herself is working to create a 
mental health student organization.
“It really focuses back on investing 
in students and balancing the invest-
ment of infrastructure with the invest-
ment of people,” Helms said about their 
plan.
Helms and Albrecht consider SA a 
voice for students among SDSU admin-
istration and state leadership. But that 
role requires experience, Helms said, 
which both have in SA and other areas 
of campus. Helms has been a teaching 
assistant in the pharmacy program and 
the Honors College. Albrecht served as 
the state FFA president from 2014 to 
2015.
“At the end of the day it’s leadership, 
experience and success,” Helms said.
The two said although they have 
what it takes to be president and vice 
president, they want it because they’re 
passionate about bettering the univer-
sity, building trust and investing in stu-
dents.
“That’s what these positions are for,” 
Albrecht said.
Helms, Albrecht want balance 
between investments at SDSU
SUBMITTED PHOTO
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MAKENZIE HUBER
Editor-in-Chief
Current Students’ Association Sen. Ira-
koze Naftari and his running mate Seth 
Gutz believe they’ll bring a fresh per-
spective to SA as president and vice 
president, respectively.
“With our new look at things we are 
able to see and hear and represent stu-
dents better than other candidates,” 
Gutz said.
Their lack of experience on Senate, 
with Naftari being a senator for just a 
semester and Gutz not being part of SA, 
doesn’t present a problem for the two as 
they consider themselves fast learners.
“For everybody involved in this, it’s 
going to be a learning experience for 
everyone. With the Senate, we have a 
great team and with that team we’re go-
ing to depend on them as much as they 
depend on us to get our work done,” 
Naftari said. “We have a lot of experi-
enced senators and people on the exec-
utive board who know what they’re do-
ing, so depending on each other, that’s 
how we’re going to get things done.”
Their platform focuses on student 
engagement on and off-campus and in-
creasing the student experience at ath-
letic events.
Student engagement is important 
for the two because it allows students 
to experience different perspectives and 
cultures at SDSU. Along with student 
engagement, communication is import-
ant as well.
“When students do go to these 
events they go because they’re required 
… They just want to get it done and be 
over with. But then they don’t learn any-
thing,” Naftari said.
That being said, the running mates 
don’t just want students to focus on the 
SDSU events. Engagement with the 
Brookings community is something 
Naftari would like to change as well.
“How can we get students to be en-
gaged at SDSU? At the same time, how 
can they be engaged with the Brookings 
community?” Naftari said.
The two plan on bringing local foods 
to SDSU’s marketplace to increase that 
connection between SDSU and the 
Brookings community. Gutz, who has 
been in contact with the university to 
implement this program, said this will 
benefit the local economy.
The third focus on their platform is 
a plan to bring back tailgating at athlet-
ic events, while still keeping it safe for 
students.
“Students can still be safe and still 
have fun at the same time. That goes 
with student engagement. If we make it 
more enjoyable, then that helps with en-
gagement,” Gutz said. “Basically all of 
our ideas tie back to increasing student 
engagement.”
This is the overall message of their 
platform, to put students first. Gutz be-
lieves these different parts of their plat-
form speak to increasing SDSU and 
Brookings engagement.
“I want to see the numbers shoot 
up,” Gutz said about students being 
more involved.
The two believe they make a 
well-balanced ticket because of their 
majors and backgrounds. Naftari is a 
public relations and speech communi-
cations major while Gutz is an agricul-
tural science major.
“Just the first obvious one — diversi-
ty. Irak’s international and I’m the other 
half, agricultural, and that’s SDSU right 
there for you. That’s us representing 
both halves and hearing both halves,” 
Gutz said.
Naftari has a connection with the in-
ternational community because he orig-
inally moved to South Dakota in high 
school from the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo.
“We want to see everything we 
put on our platform, we want to see 
that happen on campus,” Naftari said. 
“SDSU is a community, and is a great 
community. As a body, I want to see the 
body move together. I want to see the 
body function in one part.”
Naftari, Gutz aim to put students first in campaign
By Alyssa Cook, Miranda Sampson, Wyatt Robbins
SUBMITTED PHOTO
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SENATOR CANDIDATES
Logan Johnson
Food Science
•  Help bring more restau-
rant chains to campus 
dining.
•  Increase surveillance on 
campus, especially in the 
Southeast Lot.
•  Work toward establishing 
more parking on campus.
Agriculture & Biological Sciences
Sydnie Peters
Ag Education,
Animal Science
•  Make SDSU a more 
open, inclusive campus.
•  See SDSU become a 
greener campus.
•  Make SDSU a more 
enjoyable experience 
for everyone.
Jordan Hill
Ag Business,
Ag Economics
•  Build up SDSU’s name across 
the state.
•  Reach out to clubs that are 
struggling for money, attendance 
or help.
•  Improve upon the already solid 
work foundation set up by previ-
ous and current senators.
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This year’s line-up:
Katherine Hodge
Animal Science,
Ag Leadership
•  My primary goal as a senator is to facilitate more 
student participation in university-sponsored events, 
encouraging students to stay on campus during 
on the weekends. Staying on campus during the 
weekends helps students further their education by 
exposing themselves to new experiences.
•  My second goal is to find methods for increasing 
the use of tutoring services, the Writing Center and 
Counseling Services. These resources are beneficial 
to students, but only when they are used by everyone 
who can benefit them.
•  Finally, I plan to find ways in which campus can be 
more handicapped accessible for students. Although 
this is a small population within the university, 
students who need accessible buildings and sidewalks 
have the right to equal access particularly during 
snow and ice storms.
Boaz Swift
Animal Science
•  Increase on-campus parking, especially for com-
muters and those parking in the Southeast Lot.
•  Improve meal plan offerings and ensure quality 
food options across campus.
•  Represent and understand the needs and concerns 
of students.
Danielle Rang
Ag Communications, Political Science
•  I hope to increase opportunities for international 
students. I hope to do more research and work with 
Residential Life to create a new program geared toward 
helping international students get their bearings at 
SDSU early on. There are so many students that come 
with hardly more than a backpack and no one to help 
them purchase school supplies and basic necessities. I 
am hoping to improve the first few weeks that interna-
tional students spend with us. Their first impression of 
SDSU should be friendly and welcoming.
•  I hope to advocate for student mental health on 
campus to push for more opportunities and support 
groups through the Student Wellness Center. Stu-
dents are facing long wait times to take advantages of 
these services. If a student is suffering from anxiety or 
depression, two weeks is two weeks too long to wait for 
an appointment. 
•  SDSU Parking Services has a ton of changes coming 
in the next year. I thoroughly enjoyed my time serving 
on the Parking Committee and representing the con-
cerns of SDSU students. I hope to continue providing 
input on parking lot setups and safety concerns. There 
have been a number of car accidents and “close calls” 
in Southeast Lot this year. Parking Services is entirely 
self-funded, but they are here to serve the University’s 
parking needs. As students, I think it is important that 
we remain involved in the conversation and make our 
concerns and ideas heard.
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Arts and Sciences
Nishi Patel
Psychology
•  Create an organization similar to Weekend Stuff and 
shed light on majors within the College of Arts and 
Sciences that are often overlooked.
•  To further promote the rights of students by accu-
rately representing my constituency.
•  To further interdepartmental relations on campus.
Kaitlyn Frank
English Education
•  Continue to make improvements that will advance 
SDSU’s reputation as an eco-friendly campus.
•  Work to provide a more bike-friendly campus to 
ensure the safety of students riding bikes and students 
walking to class.
•  Advocate for better removal of ice and snow on 
sidewalks.
Matthew Bruxvoort
Economics
•  Improve parking
•  Reduce parking ticket fees
•  Create a flat-rate tuition system for full-time stu-
dents.
Alexandria Farber
Advertising, Speech Communications
•  Continue to support academic support services on 
campus such as Wintrode, tutoring and Supplemen-
tal Instruction.
•  Continue efforts of transparency and open chan-
nels of communication between students, Senate 
and staff of SDSU.
•  Find ways to decorate and unite SDSU with 
design aesthetics, banners and signage to show our 
Jackrabbit pride.
Esther Swift
Speech Communications
•  Continue awareness of mental health throughout 
the upcoming year and provide more counselors for 
students to talk to.
•  Provide language tutors.
•  Allow students an increased ability to have their 
voices heard in the decisions made on campus.
Surya Soni
Business, Political Science
•  Enhancing food quality and getting more healthy 
eating options on campus.
•  Getting more and more students involved with the 
university, especially minority students and giving 
them an equal place with respect to other students.
•  Making the university a safe and secure place for 
every student.
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Grab an application in our office, located in room 069 
(Lower level of The Union)
• Reporters
• Photographers
• Ad Manager
• Opinion Editor
• Columnists
Now hiring: How to apply:
Jonathan Neswick
Music Education
•  Create an organization similar to Weekend Stuff and 
UPC that showcases and advocates for events in the 
College of Arts and Sciences.
•  Organize volunteer and fundraiser events that speed 
along the process and construction of the Performing 
Arts Center Phase II
•  Appeal for more funding to the College of Arts and 
Sciences for networking, research, construction and 
travel.
Nishi Patel
Psychology
•  Create an organization similar to Weekend Stuff and 
shed light on majors within the College of Arts and 
Sciences that are often overlooked.
•  To further promote the rights of students by accu-
rately representing my constituency.
•  To further interdepartmental relations on campus.
Kaitlyn Frank
English Education
•  Continue to make improvements that will advance 
SDSU’s reputation as an eco-friendly campus.
•  Work to provide a more bike-friendly campus to 
ensure the safety of students riding bikes and students 
walking to class.
•  Advocate for better removal of ice and snow on 
sidewalks.
Allyson Monson
Political Science, 
Speech Communications
•  Make SA more visible to underclassmen, particularly 
hall governments.
•  Investigate traffic safety in Southeast Lot and search 
for solutions.
•  Increase attendance and student voice at SA meetings.
Viraj Patel
Speech Communications
•  Give a voice to the music and theatre department 
students as the PAC expansion continues.
•  Recognize strategic areas of improvement across cam-
pus such as transportation or maybe adding sign and 
symbols for directions.
•  Actively articulate grievances of international students 
who are troubled by national policies.
Surya Soni
Business, Political Science
•  Enhancing food quality and getting more healthy 
eating options on campus.
•  Getting more and more students involved with the 
university, especially minority students and giving 
them an equal place with respect to other students.
•  Making the university a safe and secure place for 
every student.
Nursing
Madisyn Waltjer
Nursing
•  I want to find ways to get more first year, non-tra-
ditional and international students more involved in 
the university.
•  I want SDSU to have good representation in the 
community to help benefit the City of Brookings.
•  I am interested in lobbying at the capitol and 
getting to know the legislators that help fund SDSU. 
I want to help foster a good relationship with the 
student body and the state government.
Samantha Heeren
Nursing
•  Educate fellow SA Senators about the exciting and 
wonderful accomplishments of the College of Nurs-
ing, as well as getting the word out around campus.
•  Seek out a variety of more opportunities in which 
the College of Nursing can become involved, such 
as coordinating with organizations or volunteering 
more.
•  Share with other colleges the current advances of 
the Nursing Research Department.
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Pharmacy and Allied Health Professions
Engineering
Brady Peterson
Pharmacy
•  Improve SDSU facilities for all 
students and faculty.
•  Raise awareness of the impor-
tance of SA to students.
•  Support events and groups that 
make each person’s experience here 
as satisfying as possible.
Michael Miller
Pre-Pharmacy
•  Be a voice to my 
college.
•  Push for a greener 
campus.
•  Make SDSU a wel-
coming, inclusive place 
that embraces diversity.
Michael Carlson
Pharmacy
•  Unifying commu-
nication.
•  Advocate for my 
constituents.
•  Be progressive.
Sam Reski
Mechanical
Engineering
•  Increase student 
involvement in clubs 
and organizations.
•  Accurately represent 
the my college.
•  Engage students in 
more activities outside 
of the classroom.
Rishard Rameez
Mechanical
Engineering
•  Increase the four-year 
graduation rate with strate-
gic planning.
•  Make sure each engineer-
ing student feels welcomed.
•  Organize events through 
UPC to address engineering 
student needs.
Spencer Harwood
Mechanical
Engineering
•  Ensure there is a 10-year plan to 
expand parking and transportation.
•  See a new, less expensive Union 
expansion plan to renovate the Low-
er Level to move groups upstairs.
•  Build a stronger relationship 
between upperclassmen engineering 
students with freshman students.
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